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Noor Dubai and The Carter Center sign an MoU to Eliminate Blinding 

Trachoma in Ethiopia 

United Arab Emirates, Dubai, January 20, 2014: H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, welcomed the 

former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. President Carter is visiting Dubai for the launch of the 

first phase of the “Trachoma Elimination in Ethiopia" program in collaboration with Noor 

Dubai Foundation. 

The Noor Dubai Foundation, a Dubai-based nongovernmental organization that specializes 

in global blindness prevention, treatment and education signed today a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with The Carter Center to eliminate blinding trachoma in Ethiopia. 

“We welcome Noor Dubai Foundation’s partnership in Ethiopia’s fight against the terrible 

blinding disease trachoma,” said President Carter. “The Carter Center has helped the 

Ethiopian people pioneer trachoma prevention during the last decade.” 

His Excellency Engineer Essa Al Maidoor, Chairman of Noor Dubai Foundatio, former U.S. 

President Jimmy Carter, and Dr. John Hardman, President and CEO of The Carter Center 

signed the memorandum today in the presence of Dr. Manal Taryam, CEO and board 

member of Noor Dubai Foundation. 

Al Maidoor emphasized on the significance of this three-year partnership that aims to 

make meaningful contribution towards eliminating blinding trachoma, a devastating but 

easily preventable disease. Trachoma is highly prevalent in Ethiopia's Amhara Region, and 

The Carter Center implements a set of World Health organization-endorsed strategies, 

known as the SAFE strategy to reduce the disease including: antibiotics to treat active 

infections, encouraging hand and face-washing through health education, building latrines 

to improve environmental sanitation, and surgeries to save the sight of people suffering 

from the advanced, blinding stages of the disease.  
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