


eport of t e id-Year eetingoft e

ternationa Negotiation Network

SEPTEMBER 8-9, 1992

]'lﬂ AR SENECATY




SUMMARY

The mid-year meeting of the International Negotiation Network (INN) held in Dakar, Senegal
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and at the level of heads of state. At the grassroots level, the needs included workshops for
NGOs in mediation, awareness building about conflict resolution, providing a bridge between
networks in the West and in Africa, assistance in peace building, forums on governance, and
strengthening institutional capacity. At the mid-level, participants expressed a desire to see
the teaching of government and human rights and responsibilities in secondary and tertiary
institutions; the support for a free media; and the encouragement of academics and others to
take a role in speaking out and providing leadership. Finally, at the level of heads of state,
there is a need to reinforce the positive role of NGOs in their countries, to give multi-party
democracy a chance, and to be generous in encouraging elections victors to be lenient with
the losers/former leaders.

Two points surfaced several times during the meeting: one, that African NGOs have little
access to mformatwn and two, that channels of communication are limited. The INN will
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Tshipamba Dikamba, Ngoy Mulunda, Vamik Volkan, Dayle Spencer, Jimmy
Olusegun Obasanjo.

from top: Ngoy Mulunda, Vamik Volkan, Dayle Spencer,
and Marie-Angélique Savané, chair of the day’s meeting.
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PRIVATE MEETING OF THE
September 8, 1992
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and Mali. Following the Dakar meetmg, Carter accompamed by Dayle Spencer, would be
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Kumar Rupesmghe is currently in trans1t10n from being a researcher at the Peace Research
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inter-state wars have tended to be relatively short, intra-national wars may last 30 years or
longer. Bill Spencer suggested that the INN act as a change agent to prepare the
international environment for peace.



INN MID-YEAR MEETING WITH AFRICAN N
September 9, 1992

The meetmg was convened at 9am by Dayle Spencer Participating in this meeting were
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Savané; Core Group and Secretariat members Kumar Rupesinghe, Dayle Spencer, William
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Rosalynn Carter and John Hardman, Associate Executive Director of The Carter Center
attended as guests. Representatives from African non-governmental organizations included:

A Tana MNawmas Talkimasmlan Nilcamabhes TTalinad YTaliiwtanen Far Neansnnn and Marialansaant




L

Toure suggested‘two main sources of African conflicts: exogenous causes consisting of
superpower influences during the Cold War (e.g., Mobutu supported by the U.S.; Mengistu
supported by the U.S.S.R.). Leaders in Africa gained and lost power because of superpower
pressure. Touré believes that the imposition of sanctions by other countries are a critical and

effective tool. He said that superpowers need to accept co-responsibility with African
countries for the problems the continent now faces. Endogenous causes are another source
of conflict. Prior to independence, ethnicity wasn’t a problem because everyone was united
against the colonizet. Now there s the phenomenon of exclusion in Liberia and in the
Easamance--a sense of disenfranchisement, a sense of being left out of the process and this i
a source of conflict. =
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NGOs are subversive help to foster an atmosphere of trust between NGOs and governments.

Fatoumata Sow, with the Council of Non-Governmental Organizations for Development,
expanded on why the relationship between NGOs and governments may not be a good one.
he_suggested that while NGOs are made up largely of vouth, governments generally consist
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of older men so there a generational problem as well. Development NGOs in Africa are
reallzmg that they need to focus more globally on human rights issues, conflict, etc. but
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Reverend Mulunda of the All African Conference of Churches agreed and suggested that the
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